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Hindus, whether they originate in family descent, in
religious opinions, in civil or sacred occupations, or in
local residence; and it professes to regulate all their
interests, affairs, and relationships. Caste is the guiding
principle of each of the classes and divisions of the
Hindus viewed in their distinct and associated capacity.
A caste is any of the classes or divisions of Hindu
society. The authority of caste rests partly on written
laws, partly on legendary fables and narratives, partly
on the injunctions of instructors and priests, partly on
custom and usage, and partly on the caprice and con-
venience of its votaries. ' The roots of the law/ says
Manu, ' are the whole Veda/ "

The following account of the creation of man may be
taken as the commonly received law on the subject of
the duties of each caste: "For the sake of preserving
the universe, the Being supremely glorious allotted
separate duties to those who sprang respectively from
his mouth, his arm, his thigh, and his foot To Brah-
mans he assigned the duties of reading and teaching, of
sacrificing, of assisting others to sacrifice, of giving alms,
and of receiving gifts. To defend the people, to give
alms, to sacrifice, to read, to shun the allurements of
sexual gratification, are in a few words the duties of a
Kshatriya. To keep herds of cattle, to bestow largesses,
to sacrifice, to read the Scriptures, to carry on trade, to
lend at interest, are the duties of a Vaishya. One
principal duty the Supreme Ruler assigns to a Sudra,
viz. to serve the before-mentioned classes, without
depreciating their worth." * This may be taken as the
typical teaching of the Hindu Scriptures on the subject,
and the phraseology of other books is made, as far as
possible, to harmonize with it.

* Harm's "Dharma Sastra."